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Ceremonies Scheduled in 2007

Stability in Housing Helps Grandfather to Parent
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Most grandparents raising grandchildren 
are grandmothers. Occasionally, however, 
grandfathers are not only involved but they 
become the òone stable personó in the childõs 
life. Such is the case with Mr. Albert Garcia 
and his precious granddaughter Renee.   

Mr. Garcia has had immense love for 
Renee since she was born. His concern grew 
when Reneeõs parents were unable to care for 
her. Mr. Garcia (like so many grandparents) 
stepped òup to the plate.ó Working with DSS 
and the courts, Mr. Garcia was given sole 
custody of Renee six years ago. 

The process was a painful one for the 
family. Drugs and alcohol often preclude 
parental responsibility, rendering parents 
unable to care for their children. This was 
the case with Reneeõs parents. Mr. Garcia and his partner 
cared lovingly for Renee, until disaster struck, and Mr. Gar-
ciaõs girlfriend died suddenly, leaving Mr. Garcia to care for 
Renee alone. 

With his own health deteriorating and þnancial worries 
piling up, Mr. Garcia attended the Rochester Kinship Care 
Conference in 2001. He was not convinced that he wanted or 
needed help. He is a proud man who wanted to òdo it alone.ó 
In time, he agreed to allow Catholic Family Center (CFC) staff 
and the service partners of the Kinship Care Resource Net-
work to assist him in accessing services and resources that 
would assist him in caring for his granddaughter.   

Mr. Garcia was able to access medical care, Medicaid and 
Medicare, Social Security Beneþts, legal assistance, þnancial 
assistance and a new Green Card from INS as a result of his 
work with CFC and the Kinship Care Resource Network. His 
health and þnancial situation improved dramatically. 

Mr. Garcia and Renee are not without their challenges. 
Teenage years are difþcult under the best of circumstances. 
Now 14, Renee has reached adolescence. Mr. Garcia states he 
worries less than he used to and that he òcanõt do for her what 
two parents could do,ó going on to say òIõm not young any-
more.ó

But, make no mistake when asked about his granddaugh-
ter, Mr. Garcia knows and appreciates the young woman she 

is becoming. òSheõs brilliant and amazing. And she gets good 
grades,ó he says with a twinkle in his eyes and a broad smile. 
òAt parent-teacher conferences, they tell me sheõs doing better 
than some kids with two parents.ó

Mr. Garcia states sincerely that he is òþlled with grati-
tudeó regarding the difference CFC and the Kinship Care 
Resource Network has made in their lives.

Editorõs Note: Providence Housing is partnering with Kinship 
Care Resource Network to offer affordable housing at Plymouth 
Manor to grandparents taking care of grandchildren or another 
family memberõs child. This article was written by Loretta Marshall, 
former Program Manager for Catholic Family Center.

February - Ribbon Cutting for Ehr-Dale Heights,     
 Churchville, 33 units for seniors.
March - Ground Breaking for Crowley House, Lyons, 
 a 6-bedroom community residence for individuals   
 with developmental disabilities.
April - Ribbon Cutting for McNiff Commons, Elmira, 
 11 units for those diagnosed with a mental illness.
April - Ribbon Cutting for Carlson Commons, Rochester, 
 77 units for families.

Albert and 
Renee
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Monicaõs Message

The fall season continues to be a very busy time for 
Providence Housing. The development team is overseeing 
þve projects in developmentñrepresenting 151 units of af-
fordable housing that will be completed or under construc-
tion by the end of the year. Many new projects are in pre-de-
velopment stages to insure that we maintain this momentum. 
Our management team is currently overseeing lease-up on 
three properties and is preparing for the addition of 181 units 
to the Providence Housing management portfolio. Our Mon-
roe County Home Ownership Program is planning an ofþce 
space expansion to accommodate a brand new Home Owner-
ship Center that will enhance our ability to educate and assist 
families with the purchase of their þrst homes.   

While Providence Housing continues a period of excep-
tional organizational growth, one of my primary goals is to 

build the infrastructure necessary to support this growth. 
By naming a Director of Finance, restructuring our Market-
ing and Fundraising efforts and clarifying the organizational 
structure of our property management staff, signiþcant 
progress has been made to reach this goal. With your sup-
port, we will continue this effort.         

In the midst of all of this hard work, I am continually 
impressed by the level of quality and compassion that the 
Providence Housing staff brings to the work we do. From 
þnding the perfect location for an apartment so it wonõt jeop-
ardize the recovery of a Shelter Plus Care client, to advocat-
ing for stable home ownership opportunities for families on 
þxed incomes, to taking the time to recognize tenants who 
have enriched an apartment communityñfor the Providence 
Housing team simply providing a home is not enough. We 
continually evaluate our work and strive to do it better. The 
families and communities we serve deserve nothing less 
than our best.

                                                   
                                  Executive Director

Monica McCullough

The families and 
communities we 

serve deserve 
nothing less than 

our best.

òé[H]ome is the foundation head, the inspiration, the foundation and the main support, not only of all social virtue but of all 
motive to human progressé[N]o people can prosper, or amount to much, unless they have a home, or the hope of a home.ó

-- Frederick Douglass, òThe Lesson of the Houró, delivered on January 9, 1894 at the Metropolitan A.M.E. Church in Washington, D.C.

Welcome toé

Providence Times is a publication of 
Providence Housing Development Corporation.

David Tang 
is an Associate 
in the Business 
& Commercial 
Litigation Prac-
tice Group at 
Harris Beach 
PLLC. Mr. Tang 
represents cor-
porations and individuals in commer-
cial litigation, bankruptcy proceedings 
and tax disputes. Mr. Tang also serves 
as executive director of the Foundation 
for International Education, New York 
City, which provides scholarships for 
high school students and teachers to 
attend summer programs at Oxford, 
Cambridge and LõAcad®mie de Paris. 
While in law school, Mr. Tang served 
as managing editor of the Syracuse 
Law Review.

New to Board of Directors

David Tang

Providence Housing is pleased to announce the selection of Mark R. Bankes 
as Director of Finance as of September 18th. Mr. Bankes is a Certiþed Public 
Accountant with over 15 years of experience in business management, accounting 
and þnance and has earned his MBA from the Rochester Institute of Technology. 
He is excited to translate his broad range of private-sector þnancial experience to 
the þeld of affordable housing development and management. Mr. Bankes will con-
tribute signiþcantly to the continued growth and success of Providence Housing.

We are proud to welcome the following to Providence Housing:
Property Managers:  Janet Adams - Bloomþeld Meadows
Laurie Entz - Union Meadows and Union Park 
Renee Klatt - Plymouth Manor Townhomes and Carlson Commons 
Sandra Romero - Plymouth Manor Townhomes and Carlson Commons
Property Management:  Erika Marrapese - Administrative Assistant
Maintenance:  Ruben DelValle -  Union Meadows and Union Park
Modesto DiMento - Plymouth Manor Townhomes and Carlson Commons
Wendle Mosher - Bloomþeld Meadows
Carlos Ramos -  Union Meadows and Union Park
Property Development:  Karen Staertow - Development Associate 
Home Ownership:  Tonia-Jay Graf - Administrative Assistant / Credit Repair

We are proud to announce the following promotions:
Michelle Falcheck - Shelter Plus Care Program Coordinator and 
        Case Management Services
Lori Foster - Director of Marketing and Fundraising 
Ellen Lotta - Senior Property Manager






